96                   KING RICHARD III             [ACT in.
Buck. Well, let them rest.    Come hither, Catesby.
Thou art sworn as deeply to effect what we intend,
As closely to conceal what we impart :
Thou know'st our reasons urg'd upon the way;            160
What think'st thou ? is it not an easy matter
To make William Lord Hastings of our mind,
For the instalment of this noble duke
In the seat royal of this famous isle ? Gates. He for his father's sake so loves the prince                165
That he will not be won to ought against him. Buck. What think'st thou then of Stanley ? will not he ? Cotes. He will do all in all as Hastings doth. Buck, Well, then, no more but this : go, gentle Catesby,
And, as it were far off, sound thou Lord Hastings,      170
How he doth stand affected to our purpose ;
And summon him to-morrow to the Tower,
To sit about the coronation.
If thou dost find him tractable to us,
157-59. Come hither . . . impart] Come, Catesby, thou art sworn As deeply . . . impart Pope; Come hither, gentle Catesby, thou art sworn As deeply . . . impart Capell (Well . . . rest separate line); Camb. edd. conj. Thou art sworn as separate line. 160. know'st]Ff; knowestQq. 161. think'st] Ft; thinkest Qq, 162. William Lord} lord William Pope. 167. will not] Ff; what will Qq.          169-71. Well . . . purpose] arranged as Pope; Well . . . this: Goe
. . , farre off, Sound . . . Hastings, How . . . purpose Ff; Well . . . this: Go . . . a farre off, Sound . . . how he stands affected Vnto our purpose Qq. 170. sound thou] Sound Qq 3-8.         172, 173. And summon . . . coronation]
Ff; omitted Qq.        174. If thou , . . us] Ff; if he be willing Qq.
160. upon the way] Two councils at   Although " sore inamoured upon " Jane
least had been held upon the journey,    Shore during the lifetime of Edward,
the night-council at Northampton before   ' * yet he forbore hir; ether for reuerence,
the arrest of Rivers, and another the   or for a certeme friendliefaithfulnesse"
next day, after the return from Stony   (ibid* 724).   Gloucester seems to have
Stratford.     Shakespeare,   condensing   liked him : his only reason for sacrific-
history, makes the Protector's designs   ing him without hesitation was " feare
known to his private friends at a mo-   least his life should haue quailed their
ment when, according to the historians,   purpose " (ibid. 722,)
they were matured only in his own mind.       169-75. Possibly Qq here, as in other
165. Holinshed and More bear fire-   cases, represent the passage as it was
quent testimony to the friendship be-   corrupted, when spoken hastily on the
tween Hastings and Edward IV. When   stage.
Edward fled to Lynn in 1470, Hastings       170. far off] " For which cause he
and Gloucester were his companions,    mooued Catesbie to prooue with some
Queen Elizabeth disliked Hastings " for   words cast out a farre off, whether he
the great fauour the king bare him;    could thinke it possible to win the lord
and  also  for that she thought  him    Hastings unto their part" (More, ap.
secretlie   familiar  with   the   king   in    Holinshed, iii. 722).    Compare below,
wanton companie" (Holinshed, iii. 713).    HI. v. 93 and note.